
 

WEB American Civics Homework due September 28, 2016 

“Party Platforms and Stump Speeches” 

 

 

Assignment: 

1. Cut apart the definition strip you took home;  paste each definition on a separate 

page in your notebook. 

 

2. On the “Convention” page, write a few sentences about how you think an ideal party 

convention should go.  How should it be organized?  What events should be 

included?   How should the actual nominating process be handled? 

 

3. On the “Issue” page, write a few sentences about one  issue on your mascot party’s 

platform.  How did this issue end up on the platform?  What process did your party 

use to decide on a policy for addressing this issue? 

 

4. On the “Stance” page, write a few sentences describing how you  feel about this 

issue.  How important is it to you?  What are your thoughts about how the party 

wants to address this issue?  What other suggestions do you have for addressing this 

issue? 

 

5. On the “Campaign” page, begin brainstorming a 6-word stump speech that 

encapsulates the party platform.  Think of this stump speech as a catch phrase - 

something that people can remember and repeat easily.   What is the party’s 

strength?  How do you want people to think about the party?  Consider how the 

stump speech sounds when you say it out loud;  how it looks when it is written 

down;  how it would fit on a bumper sticker or a t-shirt.  

 

NOTE:  I have included some real-life examples of 6-word stump speeches on the 

following page.  You will notice three things:  each speech focuses on one important 

idea;  the speeches focus on the people’s concerns, not the candidates’;  and the 

speeches inspire party unity and action. 

 

6. On a separate piece of paper (not in your notebook), write or type and print your 

best draft of a 6-word stump speech.  Embellish the page if you wish.  Make sure 

your name and your party’s name are on the page. 

 

7. Update your Table of Contents to reflect additions to your notebook.  
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WEB American Civics Homework due September 28, 2016 

“Party Platforms and Stump Speeches” 

 

 

Submission: 

Please place your stump speech in the designated folder when you arrive on Wednesday.  I 

will review your work and comment as needed.  I will return your stump speech at roll call 

in class.   If you have any questions, please ask!  The dedicated email address for this class 

is WEBAmCiv@gmail.com .  
 

 
Real-Life Examples of Six-Word Stump Speeches 

 

“Have faith that right makes might.”  

– Abraham Lincoln, 1860  

 

“Federal government is overgrown and overweight.”  

– Ronald Reagan, 1980  

 

“Restore America to its own people.”  

– Franklin D. Roosevelt, 1932  

 

“Time has come for honest government.”  

– Richard Nixon, 1968 

 

“Our government should work for us.”  

– Barack Obama, 2008  

 

“It’s special interests against the people.”  

– Harry S Truman, 1948  

 

“Opportunity for all, responsibility from all.”  

– Bill Clinton, 1996  

 

“The old ways will not do.”  

– John F. Kennedy, 1960  

 

“Read my lips: no new taxes.”  

– George H.W. Bush, 1988  
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