
 

WEB   Literature   Through   the   Ages   Homework   due   October   19,   2016 

“From   Beowulf   to   Alice”

 

1.       Please   do   this   step   with   a   parent   or   guardian.       Read   the   following   five   paragraphs 

silently   (both   student   and   adult).      Then   using   your   own   words,   explain   each   paragraph,   one 

at   a   time,   to   the   adult   who   read   it   with   you.      Feel   free   to   add   your   own   thoughts   about   the 

ideas   in   this   essay. 

 

The   typical   children’s   literature   up   to   the   middle   of   the   19th   century   was   intended   to 

enrich   the   mind   and   character   of   the   reader.      The   stories   had   a   moral   to   them,   and   it   was 

always   made    very    obvious   so   that   children   wouldn’t   miss   them.      The   prevailing   belief   was 

that   reading   was   a   luxury   and   should   not   be   wasted   on   material   that   did   not   add   value   to   a 

child’s   mind.   

 

Then   along   came    Alice ,   whose   stories   are   regarded   as   the   first   masterpieces   of   children’s 

literature   in   the   English   language.      The    Alice    stories   are   sometimes   even   credited   with 

inventing   our   modern   ideas   about   childhood.      The   lineage   of   influence   in   the   genre   of 

fantasy   literature   stretches   from    Alice    to    The   Hobbit    to    Charlie   and   the   Chocolate 

Factory ;         it   runs   straight   through   Dr.   Seuss   and   Narnia   and   Hogwarts,   and   beyond.      The 

Alice    stories   do   carry   important   and   meaningful   messages;      but   Lewis   Carroll   trusted   his 

young   readers,   so   those   messages   are   embedded   in   fantasy   and   imagination   and 

playfulness   and   magic   and    wonder . 

 

Some   of   you   are    wonder ing   why   I   chose   to   skip   over    wonder land   and   go   straight   through 

the   looking-glass. 

 

As   Alice’s   virtual   companions   on   the   other   side   of   the   mirror,   we   can   meditate   on   the 

experience   of   growing   up,   without   having   to   focus   on   the   details   of   our   own   childhoods. 

We   can   wrestle   with   the   baffling   sensation   that   we   have   been   plopped   down   in   the   middle 

of   a   complicated   game,   one   in   which   we   don’t   know   the   rules   but   we   can   sense   that   a   lot 

of   people   around   us   are   breaking   them.      We   can   empathize   with   the   struggle   of   not 

knowing   who   we   are   or   where   we’re   going   -   of   not   understanding   what   anybody   is   talking 

about   -   of   feeling   ignored   and   in   the   way.      And   Alice   can   serve   as   a   template   for   how   we 

might   approach   those   challenges   in   ways   that   help   us   grow   in   wisdom   and   knowledge, 

while   retaining   a   sense   of   humor   and   childlike    wonder . 

 

Much   like   the   heroes   of   classical   epic   literature,    Alice    starts   out   in   the   ordinary   world; 

then   she   crosses   a   threshold,   is   challenged   and   tested,   encounters   a   mentor,   earns   a 

reward,   and   returns   to   the   ordinary   world.      But   is   she   transformed?      Let’s   find   out. 
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2.      Read   Chapters   1   -   5   of      “ Through   the   Looking-Glass,   and   What   Alice   Found   There” 

(from   “Looking-Glass   House”   through   the   end   of   “Wool   and   Water”.)      You   may   read   more 

than   that   if   you   wish,   but   those   are   the   only   chapters   you   are   responsible   for   this   week.   

 

3.      On   the   next   blank   page   in   your   notebook,   begin   a   collection   of   words   that   are   new   to 

you.      Write   the   page   number   in   the   left   margin,   then   the   word.      With   your   adult,   look   up   the 

definition   of   the   words   and   record   it   in   your   book.      Refer   to   the   images   on   pages   3   and   4   of 

this   file   for   guidance.       Do   this   only   for   new   words   in   the   narrative,   NOT   in   the   poems. 

 

4.      As   you   finish   each   chapter,   write   a   brief   summary   of   the   chapter   in   your   own   words. 

Each   chapter   should   have   a   separate   page   in   your   notebook.      The   summary   should   be   no 

more   than   3   sentences   long;      anything   after   3   sentences   will   not   be   reviewed.      Refer   to   the 

images   on   pages   5   and   6   for   guidance. 

 

5.      After   you   write   your   summary,   find   a   quote   from   the   chapter   that   seems   important   or 

meaningful   to   you.      Record   this   quote   along   the   margin   of   the   summary   page,   and   include 

the   citation   for   future   reference.      Refer   to   the   images   on   pages   5   and   6   for   guidance. 

 

6.      Leave   the   rest   of   each   chapter   page   blank   for   now. 

 

7.      Update   your   Table   of   Contents   to   reflect   additions   to   your   notebook. 

 

Submission: 

Please   place   your   composition   notebook   upright   in   the   designated   basket   when   you   arrive 

on   Wednesday.      I   will   review   your   notebook   and   comment   as   needed.      I   will   return   your 

notebook   at   roll   call   in   class.      If   you   have   any   questions,   please   ask!      The   dedicated   email 

address   for   this   class   is    WEBLTTA5@gmail.com .  
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SAMPLE   NEW   WORDS   (VOCABULARY)   PAGE 
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NEW   WORDS   (VOCABULARY)   PAGE   FROM   MY   OWN   LITERATURE   CLASS   NOTEBOOK 
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SAMPLE   CHAPTER   SUMMARY   PAGE 
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