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A How-To Guide for Students

Your opening paragraph is a vital piece of your five paragraph essay because it will draw

your readers into your writing. The introductory paragraph consists of three parts:

Hook (color-code it purple)

The hook grabs the attention of your reader. Hooks come in many forms. We wil
tak about the different types of hooks soon.

Commentary

You need to include at least a sentence or two of commentary. This commentary
can be about your hook or about the prompt in generdl

Thesis Sentence (color-code it blue)

Your thesis sentence is a way to tell your reader what you are going to be
discussing in your body paragraphs. In your thesis sentence, you will briefly
restate the prompt and briefly state the main topic of each body paragraph.

We wil practice with the hook and thesis sentence, but first, here is an example of an
excellent introductory paragraph: You must fill in your body paragraph organizer
before you can write your introductory paragraph.

Prompt: How is technology helpful in our society? Write an essay to describe the ways
that technology is helpful in our dally lives.

Body Paragraph |

Topic Sentence: Many people rely
on technology to help provide the
best medicdl care.

Detail: detect and tredt linesses
Detai: keep records
Detail: increase life expectancy

Closing: Technology is a necessary
part of our medicd care today.

Body Paragraph 2

Topic Sentence: Technology helps
to improve educdtional experiences.

Detal: keep track of progress
Detai: online educationdl programs

Detail tools for learning, lke
interactive white boards

Closing: Education and technology
work together to improve students’
learning.

Body Paragraph 3

Topic Sentence: Entertanment and
technology are closely connected.

Detail: keeps people connected, ie.
Facebook, emal, twitter, etc.

Detail: specid effects in movies

Detaill new experiences, like indoor
skydiving

Closing: Technology provides many
new, fun experiences.

Vo

Imagine a world with no technology. Would our lives be better or worse? In my opinion,
our lives would be much more difficult. Technology is helpful in our society because it
impacts medicadl care, education, and entertainment.

Can you color-code this paragraph? Look at the chart to help youl
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