
 

WEB Literature Through the Ages Homework for August 31, 2016 

“Patterns in Themes and Motifs” 

 

 

Assignment: 

1. Continue reading the book.  Read at least the next five chapters, from “Vengeance 

for Patroclus“  through the end of  “Warrior Women“.   (You may read beyond that if 

you wish, but these are the only chapters we will discuss in the next class.)  

 

2. As you read, continue adding to your notes about themes and motifs.  Remember 

that you are to list the characters involved, a brief description of the incident in your 

own words (25 words or less), and a shortcut citation.  When you have filled a theme 

or motif page, continue that section on the next blank page in your notebook.  Your 

original page for that theme or motif should have a note at the bottom that says, 

“Continued on Page __”, so you will know where to find the continuation.  You do 

not  need to add a continuation page to your Table of Contents. 

 

3. As you make notes about the themes and motifs, you are looking for patterns.  For 

example, does the same character appear again and again with episodes of grief? 

Does the motif of immortality only appear when there is a deity involved?  That sort 

of thing.  If you detect a pattern, make notes about it, including citations.  

 

4. OPTIONAL BONUS:  Go back to previous chapters to see if the pattern you found is 

consistent throughout the book. 

 

5. Update your Table of Contents to reflect additions to your notebook.  

 

 

 

Submission: 

Please place your composition notebook upright in the designated basket before going to 

your morning class on Wednesday.  I will review your work during that block.  Please 

retrieve your notebook from the basket before class.  If you have any questions, please ask! 

The dedicated email address for this class is WEBLTTA5@gmail.com .  
 

 
CC License 2016 Rowena Aldridge 
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