
 
WEB   Literature   Through   the   Ages   Homework   due   on   Wednesday,   Feb.   8,   2017 

“ The   Frame   Story” 
 

From   Odysseus   to   Canterbury 
 
“The   Canterbury   Tales”   is   a   story   about   storytelling.      It’s   a   story   about   appearances,   and 
about   the   impressions   we   form   based   on   appearances.      It’s   a   story   about   how   we 
understand   ourselves   and   each   other   by   what   we   think   is   important. 
 
Chaucer   wrote   his   tales   at   a   time   when   society   believed   you   could   know   everything   there 
was   to   know   about   a   person   by   his   station   in   life.      Like   the   stories   of   Troy   and   of   Beowulf, 
“The   Canterbury   Tales”   was   originally   a   series   of   poems.      Chaucer   chose   to   write   in   the 
vernacular   -   the   language   of   the   ordinary   people   -   rather   than   in   the   learnéd   languages   of 
French   or   Latin.      This   made   his   books   instantly   accessible   to   those   who   might   not   otherwise 
read   his   books.      He   used   his   stories   to   comment   on   issues   of   class,   spirituality,   conflict,   and 
community.   
 
Assignment: 

1. Please   watch   the   video   on   the   WEBsite   before   beginning   this   book. 
 

2. Read   the   first   four   chapters   of   “The   Canterbury   Tales”,   starting   with   “The   journey 
begins”   through   the   end   of   “The   Nun’s   Priest”   tale.      As   you   read,   record   chapter 
summaries,   with   pull   quotes   and   citations.      The   format   for   citations   for   this   book   is 
to   use   the   initials   of   the   publishing   company,   the   year   your   edition   was   published, 
and   the   page   number.   
 
Example:      my   edition   was   published   by   the   Oxford   University   Press   in   1987.      So   a 
citation   from   my   book   would   look   like   this:      (O.U.P   1987,   page   X) 
 

3. As   you   read,   you   will   see   connections   to   other   books   we   have   read   this   year.      Make 
notes   about   these   connections,   for   use   in   a   class   discussion   next   week.      You   may   use 
sentence   fragments   and   phrases. 

 
Submission: 
Please   place   your   composition   notebook   upright   in   the   designated   area   when   you   arrive   on 
Wednesday.      I   will   review   your   notebook   and   comment   as   needed.      I   will   return   your 
notebook   at   roll   call   in   class.      If   you   have   any   questions,   please   ask!      The   dedicated   email 
address   for   this   class   is    WEBLTTA5@gmail.com .  
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