
 

Reloj 
Un   Juego   de   Cartas   de   España    (A   Card   Game   from   Spain) 

 

 
VOCABULARIO   DEL   JUEGO 
The   pip   cards   are   numbers   1-9   as   follows: 

● Reloj    (Clock 
● Uno    (1) 
● Dos    (2) 
● Tres    (3) 
● Quatro    (4) 
● Cinco    (5) 
● Seis    (6) 
● Siete    (7) 
● Ocho    (8) 
● Nueve       (9) 

 
The   face   cards   are   10-12.      You   may   use   the   number   name,   or   the   rank   name: 

Number   name 
● Diez    (10) 
● Once    (11) 
● Doce    (12) 

Rank   name 
● Sota    (jack   or   knave) 
● Caballo    (horse) 
● Rey       (king) 

 
 
Cuantos   jugadores    (How   many   players) 
The   more   players,   the   better!      If   you   have   more   than   4   players,   you   may   wish 
use   two   decks   of   cards. 
 
 
El   objeto   del   juego    (The   object   of   the   game) 
The   first   person   to   go   out   (meaning,   get   rid   of   all   his   or   her   cards)   is   the 
winner. 
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Preparación 
You   may   play   this   game   with   an   ordinary   deck   of   cards.      Remove   the   queens 
and   jokers   (queens   are   not   included   in   a   traditional   Spanish   deck   of   cards,   and 
jokers   aren't   used   for   Reloj).   
 
Shuffle   the   cards,   and   deal   out   the   entire   deck,   face   down,   so   that   each   player 
has   a   pile   of   cards. 
 
Cómo   jugar 
The   youngest   player   starts   the   game   by   flipping   over   the   top   card   on   his/her 
pile,   putting   it   in   the   middle   (discard   pile)   and   announcing    Reloj       (this   is   the 
wild   card   and   has   no   penalty   for   saying   it;   you   will   see   what   I   mean   in   just   a 
moment.) 
 
The   next   players   flips   over      the   top   card   of   his/her   pile   and   says    Uno ;      the   next 
player   does   the   same   saying    Dos,    and   so   on   "around   the   clock"   until   you   get   to 
the    Rey .         The   next   player   says    Reloj ,   and   the   game   continues   going   around. 
(The   player   who   says    Reloj    will   change   from   round   to   round.) 
 
If   a   player   flips   over   a   card   and   says   the   same   number   as   on   the   card   he/she 
flips,   that   player   must   take   the   entire   discard   pile!      Since   in   order   to   win   you 
must   go   out,   grabbing   the   discard   pile   is   not   what   you   want!         This   is   why 
having   the    Reloj    wild   card   is   so   important:      since   there   is   no   corresponding 
card,   whoever   gets   to   say   it   has   immunity   for   that   turn.      Game   play   continues 
until   there   is   a   winner. 
 
Variación 
Play   until   there   is   only   one   person   with   cards   left.       That    person   is   the   winner! 
 
 
 


